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Application/Control NumW 08/993,696 ^^S^ ^ 

Art Unit: 3738 

In response to a decision reached following the Interview of July 24, 2002, the Office 
action of June 20, 2002, is hereby vacated. 

The amendment filed on April 23, 2002, canceling all claims drawn to the elected 
invention and presenting only claims drawn to a non-elected invention is non-responsive (MPEP 
§ 821.03). The remaining claims are not readable on the elected invention because they are 
drawn to a surgical method (Paper No. 8: page 2, lines 3-5; Paper No. 10). Attention is also 
directed to MPEP §819. 

Since the above-mentioned amendment appears to be a bona fide attempt to reply, 

applicant is given a TIME PERIOD of ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS, whichever is 

longer, from the mailing date of this notice within which to supply the omission or correction in 

order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD UNDER 37 CFR 

1 . 136(a) ARE AVAILABLE. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dave Willse, whose telephone number is (703) 308-2903 and 
who is generally available Monday through Thursday during most of each day. The supervisor, 
Conine McDermott, can be reached at (703) 308-21 11. The receptionist's phone number is 
(703) 308-0858, and the main FAX numbers are (703) 305-3591, 3590. 



dhw: D. Willse 
July 24, 2002 
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